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A New Perspective; Youth as Resources

The Youth Engaged in Philanthropy (YEP) program teaches young people leadership skills and the importance of community involvement and philanthropy.  They are the youth “experts,” assisting the DeKalb County Community Foundation in addressing youth issues in our community.  Through this initiative, DCCF is helping to build upon the 40 Developmental Assets Framework™ that has been embraced by the community.  The YEP initiative develops the following assets: 
#7 Community Values Youth
#8 Youth as Resources
#9 Service to Others   
To learn more about the 40 Developmental Assets visit: http://www.search-institute.org/ and http://www.dekalbcountykeys.org/.  
The Youth Engaged in Philanthropy grants are an opportunity for nonprofit and community organizations to develop assets in youth beyond typical programmatic methods.  “We have excellent youth programs in DeKalb County.”, stated Deanna Cada, Program Manager, “With the YEP grants, we want organizations to involve youth in the planning of these projects, not just as service recipients, but as contributors to development.”  This represents a new perspective on engaging youth.  The youth become proactive participants in planning and implementation of programs directed toward them.  “The potential here is fantastic”, stated Cada “by involving youth in the planning and development of programs we are enhancing skills and tapping into a fresh perspective.  I’m excited to see what opportunities lay ahead for the youth of DeKalb County”.  To learn more about Youth Engaged in Philanthropy including ways to financially support this initiative, contact Deanna Cada, Program Manager at deanna@dekalbccf.org
