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www.dekalbcountyfoundation.org
2011 CommunityWorks Workforce Development Drill Down
Overall Goal:  Soft skills education for all DeKalb County middle school (6th – 8th Grade) youth has been enhanced and local employer participation in youth workforce preparation has been improved.
Strategic Response:
· Broaden understanding and awareness of soft skill building

· Broaden participation in soft skill building

· Strengthening education-employer-youth connections, countywide, related to soft skill building

What has been accomplished toward Strategic Response?
· Convened a meeting with DeKalb County educators to generate ideas an discussion around the concept of soft skills in youth.  Compiled a listing of current strategies utilized by educators to enhance soft skills (also referred to as social skills, life skills, or social/emotional learning skills) 
· In conjunction with the Northern Illinois University – Center for Governmental Studies, generated a Report on Soft Skills Planning Process.  The report can be accessed at: 


http://www.dekalbcountyfoundation.org/documents/DCCFSoftSkillsFinalReport71509.pdf
· Created a visual map of Soft Skills matched to Illinois Learning Standards.  The Skills for a Successful Future Wheel can be accessed at:

 http://www.dekalbcountyfoundation.org/documents/SkillsForSuccesswithILS.pdf
· Convened a Soft Skill Enhancement Committee made up of middle school educators and administration and business representatives.  The goal of the committee is to promote the enhancement of soft skills in education and business settings.  
· Introduced Soft Skill Enhancement Grants available to DeKalb County middle school educators to develop curriculum, projects or programs that enhance soft skills in middle school youth.  First grant cycle resulted in one grant to Sycamore Middle School for $1,500 to assist with Advisory Council periods for all students.  Second grant cycle resulted in one grant to the Kishwaukee Education Consortium for $1,243 to help them purchase curriculum to build soft skills among their middle school student population.
· Participated in annual 8th Grade Career Fair included:

· working with businesses to infuse a soft skill component to career presentations

· creation of a soft skill presentation to the students
· presentation to 8th grade educators about soft skills and the Soft Skill Enhancement Grant opportunity.
· Participation in the Education-Business Partnership hosted by the Sycamore Chamber of Commerce.

· Worked with NIU College of Business students to created a Soft Skill Training Module.
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